ON THE  AFFAIRS  OP INDIA.                   109

" P. S. As I am this moment returned from the
country, I had it not in my power to bo earlier in
acknowledging your letter of the 17th."

Tour Committee applied to Mr. Barwell to
municate any papers which might tend to the elu-
cidation of matters before them in which he was
concerned. This he has declined to do. Your Com-
mittee conceive that under the orders of the House
they are by no means obliged to make a complete
state of all the eyidence which may tend to criminate
or exculpate every person whose transactions they
may find it expedient to report : this, if not specially
ordered, has not hitherto been, as they apprehend,
the usage of any committee of this House. It is not
for your Committee, but for the discretion of the
party, to call for, and for the wisdom of the House to
institute, such proceedings as may tend finally to con-
demn or acquit. The Reports of your Committee
are no charges, though they may possibly furnish
matter for charge ; and no representations or obser-
vations of theirs can either clear or convict on any
proceeding which may hereafter be grounded on the
facts which they produce to the House, Their opin-
ions are not of a judicial nature. Your Committee
has taken abundant care that every important fact in
their Report should be attended with the authority
for it, either in the course of their reflections or in
the Appendix : to report everything upon every sub-
ject before them which is to be found on the rec-
ords of the Company would be to transcribe, and in
the event to print, almost the whole of those voluuoir
nous papers. The matter which appears before them
is in a summary manner this*